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First  Baptist Dublin practices baptism by immersion, which is not the practice in some other Christian
denominations and churches. The reasons for this are not unimportant. Baptists practice baptism in the way they
believe to be most  faithful  to the Scriptures. 

Believers coming out of other Christian denominations
sometimes wonder why our church requires its members to
be baptized by  immersion . They may have been “christened”
as a child or experienced baptism via pouring or sprinkling.
They may wonder whether joining the church and
submitting to immersion would invalidate any previous
commitments they may have made to Christ in the past.
They may feel it would be a betrayal of their family’s
denominational  heritage . This is understandable given their
already-established, sincere faith in Christ. 

There are  biblical , historical, and theological reasons that
caused Baptists to practice baptism by immersion. At heart
is our commitment to the Scriptures and the desire to seek
to obey them faithfully. Baptists, as such, are concerned with
baptism’s right  mode  (immersion), right  meaning  (a symbol
of the Gospel message and a testimony of one’s salvation),
and right  subject  (a previously converted believer). 

Baptism is an ordinance commanded by Christ and given to
the Church. When Christ commanded the apostles to
baptize, He used the Greek word  baptizo . (Mt. 28:18-20) It
translates literally as “to  immerse .” It is this word that is used
of Jesus’ baptism in Mt. 3:16-17 where it says that Jesus “went
up out of the water” following His immersion. There is no
record in Scripture of any baptism other than by immersion.
(e.g., Acts 8:38-39) So, we believe this mode of baptism to be
most faithful. A person can be baptized using another mode,
but that is not  biblically  normative. 

We believe immersion best represents the Gospel truth that
the ordinance of baptism was meant to convey. (Rom. 6:1-11)
Baptists are “memorialists” and not “sacramentalists.” We do
not believe that the water used in baptism is especially holy.
The act of baptism does not wash away the believer’s sins.
(Christ’s blood does that at the moment of their salvation.)
The act of baptism is holy, though baptism is not necessary
for  salvation . (Eph. 2:8-9) Though the early church would
sometimes baptize using another mode, it still believed and
taught that immersion was normative. Sacramental
theology made baptism a necessary part of salvation.
Augustine taught that baptism was necessary to wash away
original sin in an infant. Baptists reject that because we
believe in a regenerate church membership. (See “believer’s
church” below.) Baptists affirm that baptism is vitally
important; it is the first act of  obedience  commanded of the
new believer. (Mt. 28:19-20) 

There can be found no instance in the New Testament of a
person being saved that was not almost immediately
followed with their baptism. (e.g., Acts 2:41; Acts 16:33)
Baptists understand baptism to be a public profession of
faith, best done before one’s church family as a  testimony  of
one’s conversion. It is also an expression of a person’s
willingness to be held accountable for their profession of
faith. 

Baptists are a “believer’s church.” We affirm that no person
can place their faith in Christ on behalf of any other person.
This is because only those who choose to repent comprise
the true  Church . In baptism, each believer identifies with the
saving work of Christ that has already been completed in
their lives. They died to self so that they might live for Christ.
They have already been baptized by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, baptism does not contribute to one’s salvation,
but instead represents the Gospel message. Being buried in
baptismal waters and raised out of that “watery grave”
reflects the  Gospel  and demonstrates the new life the
believer has been given. Their walking forth from the
baptismal waters shows their intent to walk with and obey
Jesus. While the Lord’s Supper is a corporate confession
given by a local church for the world and other believers to
see, baptism is a  personal  confession and a request for
accountability. 

For all the reasons listed above, Baptists reject the act of
christening a baby. This practice rose out of a time prior to
the belief in Separation of Church and State, a time with
different societal needs, especially in Europe where one’s
citizenship  was determined by one’s place of birth.
(Christening records kept by the local church were used for
that purpose since there was no census at that time and
national borders could be fluid.) These records were also
used for taxation purposes. That is why so many Baptists
experienced persecution in Europe. Their biblical beliefs were
considered sedition against the king and/or state. Baptists
have upheld a rightly understood principle of the Seperation
of Church and State. (Please see the Baptist Distinctive
Beliefs handout.) 

We believe that Scripture teaches that only those who have
consciously recognized their need for salvation, repented of
their sin, and trusted in Christ as Savior and Lord may be
considered a church  member . No infant can make such
decisions. Instead, we practice parent-child dedications,
often referred to as a “baby dedication.” Parents pledge to
point their children toward faith in Christ until the day they
come to repent and believe, something a parent cannot do
for their child. These parents dedicate  themselves  to this
role and dedicate their children into the Lord’s providential
care until the day they come to believe. 

Our convictions concerning baptism and baptismal practices
do not result from a spirit of criticism or competition. While
Baptists hold to their understanding of baptism out of
strong biblical conviction, we also practice “theological
triage.” We  discern  between primary doctrines and
practices, secondary doctrines and practices, and tertiary
doctrines and practices. Primary beliefs are foundational. To
deviate from them is to abandon the “faith that was once for
all entrusted to God’s holy people.” (Jude 3) Tertiary beliefs
are mostly comprised of personal convictions not
commanded in Scripture. 

Secondary beliefs are vital to believers, churches, and to
denominations. They are comprised of  interpretations  of
doctrines, and are driven by the desire to faithfully apply
those teachings to the lives of believers. Practices of
churches and denominations result. These practices
comprise  traditions  and form group identity (DNA). Baptists
know that beliefs and practices in doctrines such as baptism
are secondary. We, in a spirit of collegiality, extend grace
toward other denominations and churches even when
practices, done with a heart of faithfulness, differ from our
own. 

Every believer raised in church has had church and
denominational distinctives inform their identities. We
affirm  those things believers joining our church have
inherited in this way, while still recognizing the value of our
heritage and distinctive beliefs as a Baptist church.
Therefore, we do not ask those joining our church to
abandon those things that were of value from their spiritual
heritage . We instead ask them to join with us in our
understanding of baptism’s right mode (immersion), right
meaning (a symbol of the Gospel message and a testimony
of one’s salvation), and right subject (a previously converted
believer). 


